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Approved Minutes of Easington Deanery Synod Meeting held on the 21
st
 May 2018 

Present: 

Reverend Canon Jane Grieve Area Dean, Reverend Roger Davies, Father Paul Kennedy, 

Father Kyle McNeil, Reverend Muriel Peters, Reverend Tim Wall   

 

Lay Chair Stephen Pickering 

 

Ray & Alice Armbrister, Neil Armstrong. Joanne Benson, Tony Bentley, Lorraine Dodds, 

Matt Finkel, Ann-Marie Green, Carol Lines, Carol Maddison, Kathy McAvoy, Liz 

Masshedar, Diane Metcalfe, George Robinson, Alan Roxborough, Jeannette Simpson, 

Maureen Wilson, Jane Winter. 

 

 

1. Opening Worship 

Father Kyle McNeil organised the opening of the meeting with a Bible reading and prayers.   

Reverend Jane Grieve thanked Blackhall St Andrew for their hospitality on behalf of the 

Synod. 

 

2. Apologies for absence: 

 

Reverend David Bond, Reverend Anna Brooker, Reverend Andrew Dunlop, Reverend Carol 

Harris, Reverend Paul Harrison, Reverend Kate Jamie, Reverend Elaine Jones, Father Mark 

Mawhinney 

Roger Keyes & Wendy Tempest (Easington Colliery The Ascension) Alan Askew & Liz 

Sandywell (Hawthorn St Michael & All Angels) Anne Smith (Horden St Mary) Alan 

Whitwell & Susan Webster (Seaham Harbour St John) Marie Lovell (Wheatley Hill All 

Saints), Rachel Wilson (Wingate Holy Trinity) 

 

3. Welcome 

 

Reverend Jane welcomed Parish representative Linda Dott  to the Synod. 

 

 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on the 5
th

 February 2018 

 

With three amendments, the minutes were accepted by the meeting. 
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5. Matters Arising:  

 

Safeguarding 

Father Kyle reported that the Safeguarding meeting for CO Training had been well attended 

and gone well. 

The next meeting will be Monday 11
th

 June at the Centennial Hall, Seaham St Mary the 

Virgin at 7pm. 

 

6. Farewells/Congratulations 

Cards, a bottle of wine and a gift from the Synod will be delivered to Reverend Kate Jamie 

and Reverend Emma Parker, with the Synod`s thanks for the contribution they have each 

made to their parishes and to the wider Deanery. 

 

7. Elections: 

Elections to the Durham Diocesan Synod from the House of Clergy: Reverend Jane Grieve, 

Father Kyle McNeil, Reverend Carol Harris, Reverend Anna Brooker, Father Mark 

Mawhinney, and from the House of Laity: Joanne Benson & Stephen Pickering; two 

vacancies remain. 

 

 

8. Parish Share 

 

Reverend Jane gave a strong affirmation for the achievement that the Deanery has 

made in the giving of the Parish Share in 2017 and expressed her thanks to all the 

churches. 

 

For 2017 Easington Deanery has paid the promised share plus extra (100.56%), almost all the 

churches paid 100%, some were not able to, mainly due to building costs, but one Deanery 

church, already one of the main givers, paid £3,000 more than their original pledge. Our 

Deanery is striving to work and pull together, and this has been a practical outworking of 

that. 

 

The Diocese would appreciate if churches could give their parish share on a regular basis, to 

prevent dips in finances. 

 

9. Feedback 

Bishop`s Walk – various Reps shared their experiences of the walk:  great times of fellowship 

and sharing over meals, Bishop Paul presenting Matt Finkel with a clock from the Seaham 

Mission to Seafarers for 18years service, being able to share our faith with the community in 

many ways, Bishop Paul serving the residents of Croft House Shotton with their tea, a party for the 
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Royal wedding, the picnic and many other experiences.  The evening at Wheatley Hill for Christian 

Aid raised £500. 

Thanks were expressed to Kathy McAvoy and Eileen Adamson from Murton who opened 

their homes to the Bishop and his Secretary. 

www.durhamdiocese.org/bishop-paul-completes-8th-prayer-walk  - photos from Barnard 

Castle Deanery and Easington Deanery.   

Season of Invitation 

 

This national initiative has come out of the “Back to Church Sunday”, with a slightly new 

twist.  The success would be that we become a people who invite others to Christian events.  

This would be a logical next step to Thy Kingdom Come. 

Website: www.seasonofinvitation.co.uk/about/back-to-church-sunday 

10. Extended Worship 

11.  

The meeting was given opportunity to experience the Prayer Stations used during “Thy 

Kingdom Come”, different tangible ways of expressing our prayers to God for confession, 

forgiveness, thanks, praise, and for other people. 

 

12. Deanery Plan & Parish Action Planning – Stephen Pickering 

The Deanery Business Plan is a way of bringing together what is happening in individual 

churches, and also a means of enabling us to help each other.  The Business Plan has many 

statistics including: details of commercial and residential growth across the Deanery, 

significant because parish numbers will be greatly increased, contextual information – 

including the challenge of deprivation. 

In 2015 Bishop Paul asked all parishes to respond to the Diocesan goals: Children & Young 

People, Kingdom Growth, Poverty in their individual Parish Action Plans, these are included 

in our Deanery Plan and were used to underpin the goals identified in that document.  The 

Deanery Plan now needs to be refreshed, and so churches need to refresh their parish Action 

Plan, to facilitate this, the document “Deanery Plan Workbook Parish Pro Forma; Phase Two 

(2018-2020)” will again be sent out with the Synod minutes and a copy is also available on 

the Deanery website, www.easingtondeanery.org Stephen and Reverend Jane are willing 

to visit and help parishes to complete their individual plan.  The individual parish plans 

need to be completed by October if possible and at the very latest by December.  They will 

become an integral part of the refreshed Deanery Plan.  Also, during the Autumn all members 

of the Bishop`s Council will be visiting clusters of parishes to hear about how the Deanery 

http://www.durhamdiocese.org/bishop-paul-completes-8th-prayer-walk
http://www.seasonofinvitation.co.uk/about/back-to-church-sunday
http://www.easingtondeanery.org/
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plans are being implemented. The two Council members who will visit in our area are; Ms 

Margaret Vaughan and Dr. Jamie Harrison. 

The Deanery Pastoral Committee has been empowered by the Durham Diocese, to take 

responsibility for developing a fair and equitable way forward to meet the needs of the 

Deanery as we reduce stipendiary clergy from 9 to 7. 

There is a grid in the appendices of the Deanery plan, which has details of activities that 

individual churches are involved in, if you are thinking of a new project/activity, the grid 

could point you to a church that might have advice or help. 

 

13. Good News 

Easington Village St Mary – After 3 years scaffolding is down and the work complete. 

Seaham St Mary the Virgin – there were 7 candidates for the recent Confirmation service, it 

was encouraging to see that there was a wide age range represented. 

A New year long pastoral course – an opportunity for those who have pastoral gifts to be 

trained and released to minister in their parishes.  Starting in September, Lindisfarne 

Regional Training Partnership will provide most of the training.  This will help fulfil one of 

the Deanery goals – “Increasing capacity”. 

A Confirmation Service to be held at Wingate Holy Trinity on June 13
th

, to include 

candidates from Easington, Haswell, Shotton and Wingate. 

Shotton St Saviour -  June 17
th

 a 75
th

 Anniversary Celebration    of the formation of the 

Girl`s Brigade.  All past & present members are invited 

 

 

The meeting closed with prayer 

 

 

The date of the next meeting is 16
th

 July at Haswell St Paul 7 for 7.15pm 


