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Approved Minutes of Easington Deanery Synod Meeting held on the 11
th

 September 

2017 

Present: 

Reverend Canon Jane Grieve Area Dean, Reverend Carol Harris, Reverend Paul Harrison, 

Reverend Kate Jamie, Father Paul Kennedy, Father Mark Mawhinney, Reverend Muriel 

Peters, Reverend Tim Wall   

 

Lay Chair Stephen Pickering 

 

Neil Armstrong. Joanne Benson, Tony Bentley, Lorraine Dodds, Matt Finkel, Ann-Marie 

Green, Christine Johnston, Karen Jones, Roger Keyes, Ray Leonard, Carol Lines, Carol 

Maddison, Kathy McAvoy, Liz Masshedar, Diane Metcalfe, Alan Roxborough, Jeannette 

Simpson, Anne Smith, Wendy Tempest, Susan Webster, Maureen Wilson, Jane Winter. 

Speakers Reverend John Barron, Stuart Hudson, Peter Mackie, Margaret Vaughan 

Visitor Alex Oehring 

 

1. Networking 

Information made available by speakers on tables around the hall. 

 

 

2. Opening Worship 

Father Paul Kennedy opened the meeting with prayers.   

 

3. Welcome 

The Chair gave a warm welcome to the speakers and members of synod 

 

4. Presentations: 

 

County Durham Foodbank - Stuart Hudson Distribution Centre(s) Manager 

 

The presentation is available on the Easington Deanery website: 

http://easingtondeanery.org/news/diocese-presentation-2017/ 

 

The Co. Durham Foodbank follows the Trussell Trust model, and is totally volunteer lead. 

There are 370 referral agencies, including police, community centres and job centres, who 

can issue vouchers. The voucher system is used so that there is an opportunity for advice and 

signposting. Some of the reasons that people are referred to the Foodbank: benefit delays, 

changes to benefit, low income, sickness, debt, relocation, relationship breakups, redundancy. 

 

http://easingtondeanery.org/news/diocese-presentation-2017/


Approved Minutes of Easington Deanery Synod Meeting held at Horden Centennial Hall 11
th

 September2017 

 

2 
 

Through a national partnership with Npower, the utility company, the Foodbank can access 

an application for fuel vouchers for clients. 

 

The Foodbanks are also providing, hubs, advice for benefit, housing, debt and energy 

problems, clothing bank, access to IT and a Homeward Bound scheme for those returning 

home after a spell in hospital. 

 

Further information is available on their website: www.durhamcp.org.uk 

 

 

NE First Credit Union  - Reverend John Barron & Mr Peter Mackie 

 

The presentation is available on the Easington Deanery website: 

http://easingtondeanery.org/news/ne-credit-union-presentation/ 

 

The Credit Union is a “not for profit” financial organisation providing savings and loans 

accounts for its members.  It is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and covered by 

the Financial Service Compensation Scheme.   A co-operative owned and run by its 

members, created over 50 years ago and established around the world. 

 

The North East First has a 20-year history and its mission is to offer people affordable, 

accessible and ethical financial services, with a local presence and local Action groups to 

keep in touch with local people.  They work in partnership with Local Authorities, Referral 

Agencies, Housing associations, Furniture schemes, schools & colleges, employers, and 

church and community groups. 

 

Could you become a member?  It is £1 to join and £1 to start a savings account.   

 

A film about paying interest called ‘your fired’ can be found at 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/10667(click on picture) 

 

The website for NEFIRST Credit Union is www.nefirstcu.co.uk Tel: 0330 055 3666 

 

 

County Durham Community Foundation 

 

The presentation is available on the Easington Deanery website: 

 

http://easingtondeanery.org/news/charitable-grants-for-churches-easington-deanery/ 

 

http://easingtondeanery.org/news/cdcf-general-presentation-easington-deanery-sept-2017/ 

 

Margaret Vaughan brought greetings from Stockton Deanery. 

 

http://www.durhamcp.org.uk/
http://easingtondeanery.org/news/ne-credit-union-presentation/
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/10667
http://www.nefirstcu.co.uk/
http://easingtondeanery.org/news/charitable-grants-for-churches-easington-deanery/
http://easingtondeanery.org/news/cdcf-general-presentation-easington-deanery-sept-2017/
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The Foundation is a grant-making organisation established in 1995 to benefit Co Durham and 

Darlington, and manages 200 funds.  

 

The advice for fundraising is to start small and gain confidence. Funding opportunities are: 

 Micro grants (up to £1,000) or small grants (up to £5,000)   

 Youth Social Action Fund, money from the government to encourage youth to engage 

with their wider community. 

 Volunteer Support Fund, to train volunteers 

 Windfarm Fund 

 Individual Support – hardship 

 Specific programmes – time limited (Comic Relief, Police Crime & Victim`s 

Commissioner) 

There are criteria for things that would not be funded including the advancement of 

religion/faith, there needs to be a wider community involvement or need. 

You can apply online, www.cdcf.org.ukand the form can be saved and shared with others 

who can then fill in the parts of the application relevant to them.  You will need the audited 

accounts from the previous year, a budget and quotes.  You will receive a response to your 

application within 24 hours. 

The grants team can be contacted on 0191 378 6340 or email info@cdcf.org.uk 

 

5. Panel  

 

Reverend Tim Ferguson chaired a panel comprising of the presenters and there was an 

opportunity to ask questions of the speakers. 

 

6. Reverend Tim Ferguson, Archdeaconry Bridging the Gap Officer 

 

Reverend Ferguson described his role and expressed his willingness to help churches in their 

outreach to their local communities, he can be contacted by email 

tim.ferguson@durham.anglican.org 

 

7. Apologies for absence: 

 

Reverend Anna Brooker, Reverend Roger Davies, Reverend Andrew Dunlop, Reverend 

David Grieve, Reverend Elaine Jones, 

Eddy Milestone (Haswell St Paul) Ray Armbrister (Seaham St Mary the Virgin) Alan 

Whitwell (Seaham Harbour St John) George Robinson (Shotton St Saviour) Marie Lovell 

(Wheatley Hill All Saints), Rachel Wilson (Wingate Holy Trinity) 

 

http://www.cdcf.org.uk/
mailto:info@cdcf.org.uk
mailto:tim.ferguson@durham.anglican.org
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8. Minutes of the meeting held on the 10
th

 July 2017 

 

With three amendments, the minutes were accepted by the meeting 

 

9. Matters Arising: None 

10. Events: 

 

Please let the Reverend Jane know if you are available to attend the following meetings: 

 

 Treasurers (and all members of Finance Teams if the Treasurer’s role is split) an 

afternoon at Wheatley Hill church from 2pm till 4pm on Saturday 23
rd

 September. 

Robert Scott Biggs, Development Officer for the Association of Church of 

England Treasurers, will be presenting their new handbook for treasurers and will 

be taking questions on any issues you would like to raise. The afternoon will also be 

attended by Nathan Bruce, newly appointed “Parish Giving Champion” for the 

Diocese 

 

 Churchwardens and General Synod Reps at Blackhall Parish Hall from 10.00am till 

2.00pm on Saturday 30
th

 September. The Archdeacon of Durham, Reverend Canon 

Ian Jagger will be joining us as we consider the way each role is developing and 

changing in current times, and we are being asked to work in new ways as we face 

new challenges. 

 

 SUNDAY afternoon 22
nd

 OCTOBER in the ancient St Paul’s Church Jarrow. The 

pilgrimage to include optional walk for all or part of the route from St Peter’s 

Monkwearmouth to St Paul’s Jarrow (“Bede’s Way”), and an optional visit to Bede`s 

World for families, a picnic (in the church if necessary), at 4pm a guided tour of the 

church and a Deanery Eucharist celebrated by Fr Paul Kennedy, with a short homily 

by the Reverend Jane. 

 

Shape Course – Each session will start at 7:30 and hopefully end by 9pm. 

Thursday 28th Sept: Blackhall St Andrew 

Thursday 5th Oct:    Seaham St John 

Thursday 12th Oct:  South Hetton Holy Trinity (hall). (Tbc) 

 

 

11. Good News: 

 

Tony Bentley of Seaham St Mary the Virgin, shared how the Church had been looking at the 

Growing the Kingdom & Children`s initiatives in the Deanery plan.  As a mature 
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congregation, they have been discussing what changes might be appropriate for them to 

make.  This is new ground and St Mary the Virgin would like to network with other churches; 

on what lessons have been learned and what hadn’t gone so well. 

 

Congratulations to Reverend Tim Wall and his wife Susannah on their new addition to the 

family, baby Joshua. 

 

Reverend Kate Jamie has links with the Forest Church, which follows the Celtic year and 

what is happening culturally and in the environment, reaching out to people who feel God in 

nature. 

 

The parish of Blackhall St Andrew with Hesledon and Castle Eden and the parish of Horden 

St Mary have appointed Reverend Kyle McNeil as Priest in Charge, with the licensing at 

Blackhall St Andrew November 11
th

 at mid-day.  Both churches are very excited following 

this appointment  

 

12. News 

 

The Reverend Alan Milne, Vicar of Murton Holy Trinity and Hawthorn St Michael, is 

retiring on the 30
th

 November and there will be an opportunity to say our thanks and 

farewells to Reverend Milne at our next synod meeting in November, which is being held at 

Murton Holy Trinity. 

 

13. Any Other Business 

Sunday 17
th

 December at 9.30am a service to celebrate the 60
th

 Anniversary of the 

Consecration of St Cuthbert`s Church Peterlee.  The Bishop of Durham, The Right Reverend 

Paul Butler will be preaching and presiding. The Church gives thanks for the funds that have 

been raised to repair the church roof. 

 

Thanks, were expressed to Horden St Mary for hosting the Deanery Synod 

The meeting closed with prayer 

 

 

The date of the next meeting is 20
th

 November at Murton Holy Trinity 7 for 7.15pm 


